
 

Unofficial Translation 

 

Of the Director of Maritime Transport Agency 

Of the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia 

 

Order N 16 

1 December 2020 

Batumi 

 

“On the approval of Technical Standards and the Safety Rules for Yachts” 

 

In accordance with article 20 of the Law of Georgia “On Normative Acts” and „On the Approval 

of the Regulation of Legal Entity of Public Law – Maritime Transport Agency” by Order N1-1/585 

of 14 April 2016 of the Minister of Ministry of Economy of and Sustainable Development of 

Georgia approved regulation’s „d“ sub-paragraph of paragraph 2 of Article 4, I order: 

Article 1.  

The annexed “Technical Standards and the Safety Rules for Yachts” shall be approved. 

Article 2.  

Mentioned order rules shall apply yachts engaged in domestic water, which registered in the 

Georgia State ship registry after this order entered into the force.  

Article  3. 

This order shall enter into force from the 90th day after the publication. 

 

 

Agency Director         Tamar Ioseliani 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“Technical Standards and the Safety Rules for Yachts”  

 

Chapter I 

General Provisions  

 

Article 1. Scope 

“Technical Standards and the Safety Rules for Yachts” (hereinafter referred as “order”) defines 

unified standards and rules for yachts Flying the Georgian Flag and  engaged in the international 

and domestic navigation, to ensure the  safety nagigation, security and environment protection.  

 

Article 2. Definitions of terms  

1. The terms used in this Law have the following meanings: 

a) Commercial yacht - A motor or sailing yacht in commercial use (i.e. charter) for sport and 
pleasure, carrying no cargo and not more than 12 passengers.  

b) Pleasure yacht - A pleasure yacht solely used for the recreational and leisure purpose of its 
owner and his guests. 

c) Yachtsman – the yacht crew member, which is certified by the agency approved maritime 
training centre/institute or by another State approved maritime training centre/institute; 

d) Agency - means the Legal Entity of Public Law “the Maritime Transport Agency” created 
within the system of the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable according to the Georgian law 
on Management and Regulation of Transport; 

e) Appointed Surveyor- means a surveyor appointed by the agency, who is authorised to carry 
out surveys and certification in compliance with this order; 

f)  Approved in respect to materials or equipment means approved by the agency or approved  
by the recognized Organization, which is recognized by the agency; 

g) Recognized organization - a classification society recognized by the Agency in accordance 
with Chapter II1 of the Maritime Code of Georgia; 

h) Buoyant lifeline means a line complying with the requirements of the IMO International 

Life-Saving Appliance Code. 

i) New Yacht means a yacht, the keel of which was laid or the construction was started on or 

after the coming into force of this order. 

j) Existing Yacht means a yacht, that is not a new yacht. 

k) Control stations are those spaces in which the ship’s radio or main navigating equipment or 

the emergency source of power are located or where the fire recording or fire control 

equipment is centralised; 

l) Efficient in relation to a fitting, item of equipment or material means that all reasonable and 

practicable measures have been taken to ensure that it is suitable for the purpose for which it 

is intended to be used;  

m) Accommodation Spaces are those spaces used as public spaces, lavatories, cabins, offices, 

medication areas, cinemas, entertainment rooms, health and beauty treatment areas, pantries 

containing no cooking appliances and similar spaces.  



 

n) Window means a ship’s window, being any window, regardless of shape, suitable for 

Installation aboard ships  

o) LLC means the International Convention on Load Lines, 1966, as amended; 

p) Emergency source of electrical power is a source of electrical power, intended to supply 

the emergency switchboard in the event of failure of the supply from the main source of 

electrical power. 

q) EPIRB means a satellite emergency position-indicating radio beacon, being on earth  station 

in the mobile-satellite service, the emissions of which are intended to facilitate search and 

rescue operations and is capable of: 

a) floating free and automatically activating if the ship sinks  

b) being manually activated, and 

c) being carried by one person; 

r) Emergency  switchboard  is  a  switchboard  which  in  the  event  of  failure  of  the  main 

electrical power supply system is directly supplied by the emergency source of electrical 

power and is intended to distribute electrical energy to the emergency services. 

s) Float-free launching means that method of launching a liferaft whereby the liferaft is 

automatically released from a sinking ship and is ready for use, complying with the 

requirements of the IMO International Life-Saving Appliances Code; 

t) Freeboard the freeboard assigned is the distance measured vertically downwards amidships 

from the upper edge of the deck line to the upper edge of the related load line. 

u) Freeboard deck means, as defined in Annex I of the LLC, the deck that is normally the 

uppermost complete deck exposed to the weather and sea, which has permanent means of 

closing all openings in the weather part thereof, and below which all openings in the sides of 

the yacht are fitted with permanent means of watertight closing 

v) Instructions for on-board maintenance means the instructions complying with the 

requirements of SOLAS III/Part B–Life Saving Appliances and Arrangements, Regulation 

36;  

w) Load Line Length means, as defined in Annex I of the LLC, the length which shall be taken 

as 96% of the total length on the waterline of a yacht at 85% of the least molded depth 

measured from the top of the keel, or the length from the fore-side of the stem to the axis of 

the rudder stock on that waterline, if that be greater; 

x) Machinery spaces are all machinery spaces of category A and all other spaces containing 

propelling machinery, boilers, oil fuel units, steam and internal combustion engines, 

generators and major electrical machinery, oil filling stations, refrigerating, stabilising, 

ventilation and air conditioning machinery, and similar spaces, and trunks to such spaces;  

y) Machinery spaces of Category A means those spaces and trunks to such spaces that contain:  

a) internal combustion machinery used for main propulsion; or  

b) internal combustion machinery used for purposes other than main propulsion where such 

machinery has in the aggregate a total power output of not less than 375 kilowatts (kW); 

or   

c) any oil fuel unit; 

z) Main steering gear is the machinery, rudder, activators, steering power units and ancillary 

equipment and the means of applying the necessary torque to the rudder, necessary for 

effecting movement of the rudder. 



 

aa) Main  switchboard is a switchboard which is directly supplied by the main source of 

electrical power and is intended to distribute electrical energy to the ship’s services;  

bb) Main  vertical  zone  means  those  sections  into  which  the  hull,  superstructure  and 

deckhouses are divided by A class divisions, the mean length of which on any deck does not 

normally exceed 40 metres;  

cc) Main source of electrical power is a source intended to supply electrical power to the main 

switchboard for distribution to all services necessary for maintaining the ship in normal 

operation and habitable condition. 

dd) Watertight means capable of preventing the passage of water in any direction; 

ee) Weather deck means the uppermost complete Weathertight deck fitted as an integral part 

of the vessel’s structure and which is exposed to the sea and weather. 

ff) Weathertight means that in any sea conditions water will not penetrate into the ship;  

gg) Wheelhouse means the control position occupied by the officer of the watch who is 

responsible for the safe navigation of the vessel;  

2. The terms that are not defined in this order shall be defined in accordance with Georgian 

legislation in force and Life-Saving Appliance Code (LSA). 

 

Article 3. Application 

1. The order shall applies to:  

a) Commercial and pleasure yachts less than 24 metres in length. 

b) Commercial and pleasure yachts 24 metres and more in length.  

 

Article 4. Registration  

1. Registration of the yachts is carried out in accordance with agency director’s order N 020 dated 
September 17,2012  on “Rules of  Ships registration and hypoteque registration “. 
 
2. Procedures and fees for issuance of Certificate are defined by Order № 1-1/592 Of the Minister 

of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia dated April 15, 2011on Rules and 

Conditions on the Types, Terms, the Amount of Fees, also Method of Payment and Refund of Fees 

for the Services Rendered by Legal Entity of Public Law – Maritime Transport Agency. 

 

Article 5. Statutory and national requirements 

1. All yachts shall comply with the requirements of COLREGS ’72.  

2. All yachts certified to carry more than 15 persons on board and to all yachts of 400 GT or more 

regardless of the number of persons on board are required on board an ISPP in accordance with 

annex IV of the MARPOL Convention. 

3. All yachts constructed to carry ballast water shall comply with the requirements of the Ballast 

Water Management Convention. 



 

4. All yachts of 24 m or more in length are required to the International tonnage certificate issued 

according to Tonnage convention 1969. 

5. All yacht of 24 m or more in length are required to the International Load line certificate issued 

according to LLC. 

6. All yacht of 24 m or more in length, but less than 400 GT are required to be issued and carry on 

board declaration, issued according to International Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-

Fouling Systems on Ships. 

7. All yachts of 100 GT and above or certified to carry 15 persons or more, regardless of tonnage, 

are required to have a Garbage Management Plan. 

8. All yachts of 300 GT and above shall be marked with their IMO number. 

9. All yachts of 300 GT and above are required to be surveyed under the requirements of the 

Chapter IV of the SOLAS convention and issued following certificate.  

a) Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate 

b) Record of Equipment for the Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate 

c) Ship Radio Station License 

10. All yachts of 400 GT or more are required to be issued and carry on board an IOPPC in 

accordance with Annex I of the MARPOL Convention. 

11. All yachts of 400 GT or more are required to be issued and carry on board an IOPPC and oil 

record book in accordance with Annex I of the MARPOL Convention. 

12. All yachts of 400 GT and above and those certified to carry 15 persons or more, regardless of 

tonnage, shall be surveyed to verify compliance and must maintain a Garbage Record Book.  

13. All yacht of 400 GT and more are required to be issued and carry on board an IAFSC and 

Record of Anti-Fouling Systems in accordance with International Convention on the Control of 

Harmful Anti-Fouling Systems on Ships. 

14. All yachts of 500 GT and above are required to be surveyed under the requirements of the 

Chapter II-1, Chapter II-2, III and IV of the SOLAS convention and issued with a Cargo Ship 

Safety Equipment Certificate/ 

15. Commercial yachts of 500 GT and above are required to comply with the requirements of 

SOLAS Chapter IX and the ISM Code and be issued with the following certificate:  

a) Document of Compliance (DoC);  

b) Safety Management Certificate (SMC). 

 

16. Commercial yachts of 500 GT and over are required to comply with the requirements of 

SOLAS Chapter XI-2 and the ISPS Code, and be issued an International Ship Security Certificate 

(ISSC). 



 

17. All yachts of 500 GT and above are required to be surveyed under the requirements of the 

Chapter II-1 and II-2 of the SOLAS convention and issued with Cargo Ship Safety Construction 

Certificate. 

18. Commercial yachts of 1,000 GT and above are required to be insured and certificated under 

the Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage, 2001, convention. 

 

Article 6. Survey Standards 

1. Commercial yachts must maintain classification and statutory certification according to this 

order with a Recognized organization which is approved by agency. 

2. Pleasure yachts must maintain classification and statutory certification according to this order 

with a Recognized organization or appointed surveyor which is approved by agency.  

 

Article 7. Initial Survey 

1. All yachts shall be surveyed initial by a Recognized organization or by an appointed Surveyor. 

2. Yachts are required to be issued with the following certificates, as appropriate: 

a) International Load Line Certificate; 

b) Certificate of Compliance – this certificate is to cover all aspects of the Code for which a 

separate certificate is not required; 

c) Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate (for yachts of 300 GT and above); 

d) International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate (for yachts of 400 GT and above); 

e) International Sewage Pollution Prevention Certificate (for yachts of 400 GT and above or 

with more than 15 persons on board); 

f) Certificate of Compliance with Annex V of MARPOL (for yachts of 400 GT and above or 

with more than 15 persons on board). 

g) Statement of Compliance with the International Convention on Control of Harmful Anti-

Fouling Systems. 

h) International Tonnage Certificate. 

 

Article 8. Annual Survey 

1. All yachts shall be surveyed annually by a Recognised Organisation or by an Approved 

Surveyor. 

2. Upon satisfactory completion of survey the annual survey shall be endorsed on the prescribed 

space on the Yacht Document of Compliance. A copy of the endorsed Yacht Document of 

Compliance together with a survey report is to be provided to the MTA. 

3. The due date of the annual surveys shall be + 3 months from the anniversary of the last Renewal 

Survey (or the date of the Initial Survey). 



 

 

Article 9. Intermediate Survey 

1. All yachts shall be surveyed intermediate by a Recognised Organisation or by an Approved 

Surveyor. 

2. An Intermediate Survey shall carry out between the 2nd and 3rd year from the Initial/Renewal 

anniversary date.  

3. Upon satisfactory completion of survey the intermediate survey shall be endorsed on the 

prescribed space on the Yacht Document of Compliance. A copy of the endorsed Yacht Document 

of Compliance together with a survey report is to be provided to the MTA. 

 

Article 10. Renewal Survey 

1. All yachts shall be surveyed renewal by a Recognised Organisation or by an Approved Surveyor. 

2. Upon satisfactory completion of survey the renewal survey shall be endorsed on the prescribed 

space on the Yacht Document of Compliance. A copy of the endorsed Yacht Document of 

Compliance together with a survey report is to be provided to the MTA. 

3. A renewal survey shall be carried out within 3 months prior to the expiry of the document of 

compliance. Failure to carry out the Renewal Survey within the document of compliance validity 

period will result in the automatic suspension of the document of compliance. Re-instatement of 

the document of compliance will be granted once the overdue renewal survey is carried out. 

4. During a renewal survey a full inspection of the yacht shall be carried out. A Dry docking Survey 

shall also be carried out unless the yacht holds a valid Class Certificate or unless yacht is private 

and less than 24 m in length. If at the time of survey, it is not possible to carry out a Dry docking 

Survey, than the yacht shall be surveyed afloat and the Dry docking Survey of the underwater parts 

shall be carried out not later than 6 months from the date of the Renewal Survey (which may be 

extended by the agency for not more than a further 6 months) subject to an internal hull inspection 

(including internal inspection of any hull tanks) being carried out during the Renewal Survey itself. 

Dry docking of yachts holding a valid Class Certificate is not required. 

5. On successful completion of the renewal survey the attending surveyor, shall endorse the 

relevant section on the document of compliance and shall report to this agency, which, after 

reviewing the survey report and documentation, will issue a new document of compliance, valid 

for another 5 years. 

 

Article 11. Occasional Survey 

1. Occasional Surveys, Surveys following Damage and Surveys following Recommendations shall 

be carried out by an Appointed Surveyor or by a Recognized Organization, as deemed necessary 

by the agency. 

 



 

2. Masters/Owners/Managers are required to contact the agency following Damage and/or 

following a Detention of the appropriated organization. On a case by case basis, the agency will 

carry out additional/occasional surveys in order to confirm the validity of the document of 

compliance.    

 

3. Failure to inform the agency about Damage and/or appropriated organization Detention may 

lead to suspension of the document of compliance according to Georgia legislation. 

 

 

Article 12. Minimum Safe Manning Certificate 

1. All yacht minimum safe manning certificate issued under the provisions of the “Maritime Code 

of Georgia” and “Minimum Safe Manning Requirements on the Ships flying Georgian Flag” 

Approved by the Regulations of Government of Georgia. 

 

Article 13. Exception  

1. Based on conclusion/recommendation of the recognized organization or/and Appointed 

Surveyor, agency entitled to issue exception to the technical standards provided for in this Rule. 

2.  Before issued Exception, navigational area of yachts, conditional of nature, maximum distance 

of the yacht from the shore, the length and nature of the voyage, the absence of general navigational 

hazards, and other conditions affecting safety navigation shall be taken into account. 

3. Exception for the single voyage of the yacht engaged in the domestic water, shall be issued in 

accordance with Georgia Maritime code. 

 

Article 14. General requirements of the construction, stability and strength  

1. A yacht for which the area of operation is more than 20  nautical miles from a safe haven should 

be fitted with a watertight weather deck over the length of the yacht and be of adequate structural 

strength to withstand the sea and weather conditions likely to be encountered in the intended area 

of operation. 

 

2. A yacht that is not fitted with a watertight weather deck will be restricted to inshore limits  

 

3. A yacht may be constructed of wood, glass reinforced plastic (GRP), aluminium alloy, steel or 

combinations of such materials. 

4. Proposals to use any other material should be submitted for consideration and approval by 

agency or Recognition organization.  

5. The stability requirements for the yacht less than 24 metres are indicate in the attachment N 2.  

6. The stability requirements for the yacht 24 metres and more are indicate in the attachment N 3.  



 

 

 

Chapter II 

General requirements for yachts less than 24 metres and yachts 24 metres and more in 

length 

 

Article 15. Weather Deck requirements  

All yachts should have a watertight weather deck which extends for the whole length.  The deck 

is to be of adequate strength to withstand the environmental conditions likely to be encountered in 

the area of operation.  Any recesses in the deck should be of watertight construction and should 

have draining facilities. 

 

Article 16. Watertight integrity requirements  

The yachts should be designed and constructed in a manner which will prevent ingress of sea 

water and maintain the watertight integrity. 

 

Article 17. Companionway requirements  

1. The companion hatch opening from the cockpit to the spaces should: 

a) not exceed 1 1000 mm in width; 

b) be fitted with a coaming at least 300mm above the sole or recess of the cockpit. 

 

2. When washboards are used to close the vertical opening they should be so arranged that they 

will not get loose or be dislodged. 

 

Article 18. Skylights requirements  

1. Skylights should be of an efficient weather tight construction and should be located on the centre 

line or as near to the centre line of the yacht. 

2. Skylights of the opening type should be provided with efficient means whereby they can be 

secured in the closed position. 

3. Skylights which are designated as a means of escape should be able to be opened from both 

sides and the locking handles should remain in place at all times. 

4. Skylights should be properly marked and be in a position that they are always accessible from 

both sides. 

5. The construction of the skylights should be of the approved type. 



 

6. One portable cover for each glazed opening should be provided on board.  This has to be able 

to be properly secured in case of the breakage of the glass panel. 

 

Article 19. Sea inlets, discharges and scuppers requirements  

1. The standards of LLC should generally be applied to every hull fitting.  All sea inlet and 

overboard discharges should be provided with approved type shut off valves.  Adequate access 

should be made available to all the shut off valves. 

2. A valve or similar fitting attached to the side of the yacht below the water line within the engine 

room or any other high fire risk area should be of steel, bronze, brass or other approved metal.  In 

general, the sealing of the valve should be metal to metal. 

3. No plastic valves are allowed to be fitted on the hull below the weather deck. 

4. An opening for speed logs or any other sensors which can be withdrawn are to be supplied with 

closing valves.  These valves are to be equipped with blanking devices. 

5. The use of synthetic material piping should be kept to a minimum.  Should any such piping be 

used in the engine room or other high fire risk paces, such piping should be adequately supported 

and protected against chafing. 

6. Such piping should be certified to the IMO Fire Test Procedures Code and the relevant 

certificates should be made available.  The couplings between synthetic pipes/hoses and metal 

pipes should be of the approved type. 

 

Article 20. Bulwarks and guard rails requirements  

1. Bulwarks and guard rails should have a minimum height of 1000mm. 

2. In the presence of raised areas with fixed items (sundeck cushions, tables etc) immediately 

adjacent to handrails, operational restrictions to the use of the unsafe area during navigation may 

be imposed whilst removable raised items adjacent to guard rails and raised items situated at least 

500mm away from the guard rails may be accepted. 

3. Toe rails or Foot Stops having a minimum height of 25mm for yachts < 24m in length and a 

minimum height of 40mm for yachts ≥ 24m in length, shall be installed in areas fitted with guard 

rails. Intermediate guard lines are to be installed at a height not exceeding 300mm from the top 

of the toe rails. Stainless steel guard rails/lines shall have a minimum diameter of 5mm. 

Alternative, chaf resistant, guard line materials having an equivalent strength as a 5mm stainless 

steel guard line may be considered by the agency. The horizontal spacing between stanchions 

and/or guard line supports must not exceed 2.2m. 

 

 

 



 

Article 21. Masts and spars requirements  

 

1. Masts, their associated rigging and spars on new yachts shall be in accordance with the 

requirements of a Recognised Organisations Rules or a recognised International Standard. 

2. Masts and spars on existing yachts shall be subjected to a thorough inspection by a professional 

rigger and the attending surveyor during the Initial Survey. Due consideration shall be given to 

the past performance and the declared areas of operation of the yacht. 

3. There shall be adequate access to inspect the condition of the masts in way where it passes 

through the deck and in way of the mast step. 

4. The structure supporting the masts and spars shall be constructed to effectively carry and 

transmit all forces involved. 

 

Article 22. Running and Standing rigging requirements  

 

1. Wire rope used for standing rigging (stays or shrouds) must not be flexible wire rope (fiber 

rope core).  

2. The strength of all blocks, shackles, rigging screws, cleats and associated fittings and 

attachment points should exceed the breaking strength of the associated running or standing 

rigging. 

3. Chain plates for standing rigging should be constructed to support and absorb the forces 

involved. 

 

Article 23. Engine starting requirements  

 

1. Means shall be provided to ensure that the machinery can be brought in to operation from a 

dead ship condition without external aid. Engines can be started manually, mechanically, or by 

batteries. 

2. When the sole means of starting is by battery, the battery should be in duplicate and connected 

to the starter motor via a charge over switch so that either battery or set of batteries can be used 

for starting either engine. Charging facilities for the batteries should be available on board.  

Batteries should be located above the floor plates in the machinery space. 

 

 

 

 



 

Article 24. Electrical installation  

1. The yacht less than 24 meters in length electrical installation shall be such that: 

a) All electrical auxiliary services necessary for maintaining the yacht in normal, operational 

and habitable conditions are to be ensured without relying on the emergency service of 

power. 

b) Electrical services essential for the safety of the yacht and personnel on board are to be 

confirmed to be able to be operational under various emergency conditions. 

c) The yacht and personnel on board are to be protected from electrical hazards. 

2. The yacht 24 metres and more in length the electrical installation shall be designed and outfitted 

to the rules and requirements of a Recognised Organisation or appointed surveyor.  

 

Article 25. Overload, Short circuit protection and Emergency Lighting  

1. The electrical system shall be provided with overload and short circuit protection for all circuits 

with the exception of the engine starting circuits through the batteries. 

2. Lighting circuits shall be distributed through all spaces and in such a manner that a total black-

out cannot occur due to the tripping of a single protective device. 

3. Emergency lighting shall be provided and be sufficient to enable persons to make their way 

through emergency exits, to Muster stations, to LSA, survival craft and to allow work on essential 

machinery. Flash lights may be considered as adequate in lieu of emergency lighting subject to 

flash lights being available in all habitable spaces and their location being clearly indicated. 

4. Additional requirements for Yachts less than 24 metres in length an emergency source of 

lighting shall be provided.  This shall be independent and distinct of the general lighting.  The 

source shall be sufficient for 3 hours duration and should also supply the navigation lights. 

5. Additional requirements for Yachts 24 metres and more in length emergency source of lighting 

should be sufficient to allow the personnel to evacuate all spaces on board. It should be totally 

separate from the main power supply, external to the engine room and with an independent 

distribution. 

 

Article 26. Batteries and cables requirement  

1. Batteries suitable for marine use and not easily liable to leakage shall be installed onboard. 

Stowage areas for batteries that can emit dangerous gases shall be equipped with adequate 

ventilation to avoid the build up of explosive gases. In the case of steel yachts or equivalent, the 

battery lockers shall be lined with an inert material. Batteries installed on sailing yachts shall be 

of sealed type. 

 

2. All electric cables and wiring external to equipment shall be confirmed to be flame retardant 

marine cables.  The installation of the cables shall be such so as not to in any way impact their 

mechanical and chemical properties. 

 



 

3. Cables and wiring serving essential or emergency power, lighting, internal communications or 

signals shall be routed clear of galleys, laundries, machinery spaces of Category A and any other 

high fire risk areas. 

 

Article 27. Life Saving Appliances requirements  

1. Life saving equipment is to be provided onboard.   

2. All equipment is to be of an approved type. 

3. Inflatable liferafts, hydrostatic release devices and gas inflated lifejackets should be serviced 

annually by recognized organization or Makers approved servicing stations.  Servicing certificates 

are required to be maintained on board. 

4. On yacht less than 24 metres in length Liferafts shall be equipped with a SOLAS B Pack. 

SOLAS B equipment may be stowed in a grab bag and placed next to the liferaft. 

5. On the yacht 24 metres and more in length Liferafts shall be equipped with a SOLAS A.  

6. All lifejackets carried on board are to be of the SOLAS approved type. 

7. When personal safety equipment used for watersports is carried, this is to be distinctly stored 

apart from the life saving equipment so that it would not be mistaken for the approved type of 

Life Saving Equipment in case of emergencies. 

8. Adult lifejackets provided onboard are not designed to fit persons weighing up to 140kg and 

with a chest girth of up to 1,750 mm, a sufficient number of appropriate lifejackets shall be 

provided. 

9. All life saving equipment is to be fitted with retro reflective tape. 

10. Liferafts on multihull yacht are to be located in a position which would be accessible when 

the yacht is upright or in the capsized position. 

11.  On the yacht 24 metres and more in length the liferaft embarkation arrangements shall comply 

with the following: 

a) A readily available embarkation ladder shall be provided when the distance between the 

lowest embarkation deck of the yacht and the topmost edge of the liferaft tube (when 

floating) exceeds 1000mm; 

b) When the embarkation point is higher than 4500mm above the topmost edge of the liferaft 

tube, when floating, deployment shall be by means of davit launched liferafts; 

c) A SOLAS/MED approved rescue boat shall be installed on unrestricted navigation yachts. 

All launching devices for liferafts and rescue boats are to be Type Approved or Certified 

and comply with the requirements of the IMO Life Saving Appliances Code, as amended. 

The launching appliance shall be able to launch the liferaft/rescue boat within 5 minutes 

from its stowed position. When a power operated launching device and/or power operated 

storage compartment is fitted, it shall be capable of operation either by hand or by an 

emergency source of power in the event of a main power failure. The routing of an 

emergency source of power shall be considered in respect of hull and fire damage. The 



 

launching appliance and its attachments shall also be tested dynamically to 1.1 times the 

safe working load at least once in every five years. The relevant test certificate is to be 

available onboard. It shall be noted that there is no requirement to recover the rescue boat 

provided that the casualty and the boat’s crew can be easily recovered from the boat when 

afloat. 

d) Galvanised steel falls are to be certified and non-rotating type. They shall be renewed at 

intervals as specified by the manufacturer but in any case, not later than 5 years from the 

date of being fitted onboard. Stainless steel falls are to be renewed at intervals not 

exceeding the makers’ recommendations. 

12. On yachts having projections on the side (such as fin stabilisers), special provisions are to be 

made to ensure that such projections do not interfere with the safe evacuation of the yacht or 

damage the life-saving appliance. Means shall be provided to prevent overboard discharge of 

water into the survival craft. 

13. The maintenance of equipment shall be carried out in accordance with the instructions for on 

board maintenance. Type approval certificates and/or Declaration of Conformity shall be 

maintained on board in an Equipment Record File. 

14. All life saving equipment shall be maintained in a good state of maintenance and ready for 

immediate use at all times. The equipment shall be stowed in easily accessible and adequately 

marked locations and such locations shall never be blocked by equipment, furniture or any other 

encumbrance. 

15. LSA equipment indicate in the table N1 of  the attachment N1.  

 

Article 28. Fire safety requirements  

1. Fire safety appliances and  systems shall comply  with the  requirements of the  International 

Code  for Fire Safety Systems  and  the  International Code  for Application  of Fire Test 

Procedures. 

2. Yacht designers, builders, owners and managers may propose equivalent or alternative 

arrangements designed to satisfy the minimum standards.  

3. For the consideration of alternative arrangements or equivalencies Recognized Organizations or 

Appointed Surveyors must submit a Fire Safety Case Study which shall include the proposed 

design and arrangement philosophy, supported by any related studies and a risk assessment.  

 

Article 29. Fire control plans  

1. Yachts 24 metres and more  in length  shall  have  an  approved fire control  plan  permanently 

exhibited for the  guidance of the  Master  and  Crew.   The plan should indicate and describe the 

fire    protection, detection and extinction equipment and materials. 

2. The Fire Control Plan may be combined with the safety plan as a “Fire and Safety Plan”. 



 

3. The plans may be approved either by the appointed Recognised Organisation or by an appointed 

Surveyor.  

4. The plans shall be kept updated in such instances where equipment or systems are modified, 

replaced or newly installed.  The plans are to be of an adequate size and be easily read. 

5. The symbols used in the plans are to comply with IMO A.952(23) or ISO 17631. The plan 

should include details of each deck and space and indicate the position of all equipment. 

6. A plan permanently stored in a prominently marked weather tight enclosure should be located 

on the outside of the deckhouse and be in a readily accessible position. 

 

Article 30. Means of escape   

1. Stairways, corridors and  ladders serving all spaces are to provide a direct means of escape to 

the  embarkation deck.  

2. Machinery spaces are to have two means of escape as widely separated as possible. 

3. A single means of escape may be accepted for machinery spaces whose size and configuration 

does not allow the  provision  of a second means of escape. In such cases  special  consideration 

should be given assess possibility  of providing  a primary and  secondary escape route.  

4. The escape routes from the accommodation spaces are not to be led through any high risk area  

such  as the  machinery space,  galley, paint  store,  etc. 

5. Single escape routes from spaces other than accommodation spaces may be exceptionally 

accepted as long as these are not through high risk spaces. 

6. Lifts are not to be considered as a means of escape. 

7. A secondary escape route from an accommodation space may be through an adequately sized 

hatch within such space or alternatively  through another adjacent compartment. The means of 

escape within the accommodation space are to be as widely separated as is reasonably possible. 

8. All accommodation spaces are to have two distinct and easily accessible means of escape. All 

escape routes, including any concealed or “unusual” routes are to be clearly indicated and marked. 

Each accommodation space is to have its escape route clearly indicated. 

9. In exceptional cases and in instances when a second means of escape cannot be installed a 

single means of escape may be accepted if: 

a) The existing single escape route leads directly to an open deck without passing through 

high risk areas or alternatively an Emergency Escape Breathing Device (EEBD) per 

passenger is provided. 

b) The length of the single escape route within the accommodation space to the open deck 

shall not exceed 5m. 

c) A fire detection and emergency lighting systems are installed. 



 

10. Multi-hull yachts are to have additional means of escape through each hull in case of capsize,   

escape hatches installed for this particular application are to be type approved accordingly. 

 

Article 31. Operating to Propulsion Machinery Rooms 

1. In case openable unconventional fixtures such as skylights these must be designed to be closed 

from outside the machinery spaces in case of emergency. Ventilation ducts in machinery spaces 

shall be fitted with fire dampers that can be closed safely from outside the machinery spaces. 

Means of remotely shutting down any forced ventilation shall also be provided. 

 

2. No port lights or windows shall be fitted on the boundary of the machinery spaces.  Not-

withstanding the aforementioned, the fitting of an observation port having a maximum diameter 

of 150mm may be allowed in internal doors leading to the engine room. Such an observation port 

is to be of the non-opening type having a steel frame and be supplied with a permanently attached 

cover with closing devices. The glass material is to be fire rated and toughened. 

 

Article 32. Piping systems  

Pipes carrying oil or combustible liquids shall be have approved material and suitable for intended 

use.  Use of materials that  can be easily rendered ineffective  by heat  is not permitted for scupper 

pipes, sanitary  discharges and  other  discharges close to the  load  line when melting  in the  

event  of fire may result  in flooding. 

 

Article 33. Fuel systems and storage  

1. No fuel or flammable liquids having a flash point below 60°C may be carried in machinery 

spaces.  

2. Petrol and other highly flammable liquids, excluding diesel and heavy fuel oils, shall be kept to 

a strict minimum. 

 

3. These flammable liquids shall only be located in the fuel tanks of vehicles or craft appropriately 

stowed onboard or in appropriate lockers designed and designated for storing such fuel. 

 

4. Containers used for the carriage of flammable liquids shall be constructed to a recognized 

standard. 

 

5. The Location of small lockers on open deck used for stowage of hand-held containers must be 

clearly marked that it contains flammable material and no-smoking signs posted. In addition these 

should: 

a) be located away from any high risk area; 

b) have  no electrical  fittings in or around them; 

c) have  natural ventilation at the  top and  bottom; 

d) have  self-draining  holes  leading  to overboard; 



 

e) have  means to secure the  fuel containers; 

6. Enclosed  spaces, garages and  larger lockers containing vehicles  or craft with fuel having a 

flash point  below  60 degrees Celsius in their tanks  or lockers storing  such  fuel are to have: 

a) a fixed, ducted, mechanical ventilation system which is exclusive to this space and not 

connected to any other  space on board. The motor used is to be intrinsically safe. The 

ventilation system is to have  a capacity  of 6 air charges per hour; 

b) An audible and visual alarm  is to be fitted in the bridge  and  at the locker/garage access  

to indicate a significant reduction in air flow. The ducting should take suction from the 

lower area of the bilge. The exhaust ducting  is to be fitted with a shutdown flap which  

can be easily closed  externally; 

c) All electrical equipment fitted up to 450mm above the deck of this space is to be certified 

to be suitable for use with petrol. All other electrical equipment should be rated IP55 as a 

minimum standard. Emergency lighting is to be installed in this space.  All lighting in this 

space should be low voltage  lighting of sealed type; 

d) Petrol fuel detector shall be fitted with an alarm on the bridge and crew accommodation. 

7. Store rooms used for the storage of highly flammable products are to be provided with totally 

independent ventilation systems. Such systems are to be served by intrinsically safe fans. The 

exhaust side of these ventilation systems is to be fitted with spark arrestors. For paint lockers with 

a floor area exceeding 4m², additional requirements are defined according to article 63, 76 and 77 

of this order.  

8. Storage rooms with a floor area not exceeding 4m² housing fuel filled lamps, paraffin, paint 

cans and other flammable materials shall have suitable ventilation features. Any direct connection 

with any accommodation space is not permitted.  

 

9. No fuel, lube oils or any other flammable materials may be carried in the forecastle space or the 

forepeak or chain lockers. 

 

10. The fuel pipes from all tanks shall be fitted with remotely operated closing valves. Such valves 

shall be provided with mechanical means of closure. For yacht < 500 GT, low voltage electrically 

operated shut off solenoid valves may be accepted provided the system is approved by the 

Recognized Organization or Appointed Surveyor. 

11. Means  shall be provided for the  fuel transfer  pumps to be stopped from outside the  machinery 

spaces. 

 

12. Fuel filter bowls should be of all metal construction. 

 

Article 34. Fire fighting equipment  

1. The provision of fire-fighting appliances is to be in accordance to the requirements of below 

section-List of Fire Fighting Appliances. The equipment is to be kept in good working order at 

all times and is to be serviced regularly by shore- based servicing stations in accordance with 

manufacturer’s instructions. 



 

2. If the  engine space is provided with a gas extinguishing system then  the  engine space should 

be capable of being  isolated to avoid loss of extinguishing medium and  therefore extinguishing 

potential and  in addition avoid the  risk of dispersion of extinguishing medium to other  spaces 

with the  resulting hazard  to personnel.  

3. For yacht 24 metres and more in length and 500 GT and more shall to comply with the 

requirements of SOLAS II-Reg. 2/10 for cargo ships. 

4. The List of Fire Fighting Appliances indicate in the table N2 of the attachment N1. 

 

Article 35. Structural fire protection  

1. It is concerned with protecting high risk spaces such as the engine room, galleys, etc.  It makes 

provisions for the restriction on the use of combustible materials and proposes the requirements 

for fire detection and effective escape. 

2. For yachts  not  constructed in steel,  the  fire class of bulkheads and  walls will be determined 

for each  case  separately on the  basis  of functional equivalence. 

3. Structural General principles of yachts indicate in the table N3 of the attachment N1. 

 

Article 36. Requirements relating to low flame spread and limited use of combustible material  

1.  Low flame  spread is the  property required for the  surface  of certain  non-combustible material 

that  ensures that  the  spread of flame  on  the  surface  takes  place  at a limited  rate.  A surface  

can  be considered “low flame  spread” when that  has been demonstrated in the  relevant test  in 

the  FTP Code  issued by the  IMO and  it has been certified  under the  FTP Code. 

2. The objective of the following requirements regarding low flame spread for surfaces as well as 

the requirement for limiting the quantity of combustible material within a space is to limit the 

propagation rate as well as the size of a fire in a space.  If this objective can be achieved in a 

different manner, the Authority may permit alternative arrangements if equivalence is adequately 

demonstrated. 

3. On all yachts, all exposed surfaces of walls, ceilings and floors in corridors and stairways for 

which structural fire protection is required shall have low flame spread properties. Moreover  on 

all yachts: 

a) the  exposed surfaces of all ceilings shall comply  with the  requirements for low flame  

spread; 

b) all exposed surfaces in concealed and  inaccessible spaces shall comply  with the  

requirements for low flame  spread; 

4. Limited use of Combustible material, Veneer layers applied on surfaces and panelling shall 

comply with the requirements for low flame spread. The thickness of these combustible 

decorative layers shall not exceed 1.5mm. 



 

5. Limited use of combustible material for decoration, in the various spaces, only limited 

quantities of combustible material may be used for decoration. The total volume of combustible 

lining, decorations and veneer in any room for accommodation or general use shall not exceed 

the volume corresponding to a veneer lining of 2.5mm of the total area of walls and ceiling. 

6. Doors shall be Type Approved or Certified and have a level of fire rating equivalent to what is 

required for the bulkhead in which they are installed. Ventilation openings are permitted only in 

the Class B bulkhead doors and only in their bottom section, with the exception of doors within 

stairway enclosures. The nominal area of these openings shall not exceed 0.05m². Gratings shall 

be made from non-combustible material. 

7. If Class A, Class B or Class F bulkheads and decks are penetrated by openings for electric 

cables, pipes, shafts. ducts etc., measures shall be taken  to ensure that  the fire resistance of such  

bulkheads and decks  is not reduced by the  penetrations. 

8. Void spaces behind walls and paneling and between ceilings and decks in rooms for 

accommodation, service rooms and monitoring stations shall be subdivided by draught stops that 

prevent the free passage of fire, smoke and heat.  Draught stops shall be spaced no more than 7 

mtr apart. 

 

Article 37. Anchors and Cables for yachts  

1. The size and strength of the chain cable and the anchors for yachts 24 metres and more in length 

will be considered to have adequate equipment if fitted out in accordance with certification 

standards set by of the recognized organization. 

2. For yachts less than 24 metres in length the size and strength of the chain cable and the anchors 

are indicate in the table N4 of the attachment 1.  

3. All yachts are to have at least two (2) anchors.  At least one anchor is to be rigged and ready 

for use at all times. 

4. Electrically operated anchor winches / windlasses should be supplied by an emergency source 

of power or be able to be manually operated. 

5. All yachts should be provided with a towline of not less than the length and diameter of the 

kedge anchor cable. The towline may be the warp for the kedge anchor. 

 

 

Article 38. Nautical charts  

 

1. Every yacht shall carry on board adequate and updated Nautical Charts for the intended voyages.  

 

2. Yachts fitted with an approved Electronic Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS), are 

accepted as meeting the chart carriage requirements when navigating within  waters covered by 

Electronic Navigation Charts (ENC) officially  issued by an authorized Hydrographic Office 

subject to suitable duplicate/back-up arrangements being provided. 



 

 

3. The following arrangements are accepted as fulfilling the back-up requirement: 

a) An appropriate folio of up-to-date paper nautical charts; or 

b) A second type approved ECDIS; or 

c) A type approved electronic back-up arrangement for ECDIS mode of operation (using 

ENC).  

4. ECDIS shall be fully independent and both supplied from the yacht’s main and emergency 

source of power. In addition, a reserve power source (UPS mode) with a capacity of at least 30 

minutes is to be provided if change-over of the source of power entails restarting of ECDIS. 

5. An appropriate folio of up-to-date paper charts is to be available to enable the yacht to safely 

reach a port within or adjacent to its trading areas when coverage by ENC is not available. 

6. When paper nautical charts  serve as the  only back-up arrangement the  charts  shall include  

the  planned route  and,  when navigating  within restricted waters,  the  yacht’s position is to be 

regularly updated to ensure a safe take-over of ECDIS functions should the  need arise.  

 

Article 39. Nautical Publications  

1. Every yacht shall also carry on board adequate and updated Nautical Publications for the trading 

area. These shall include:  

 

a) Sailing directions 

b) List of lights  

c) Notices  to Mariners 

d) Pilot Books 

e) Tide Tables 

f) Radio Aids to Navigation                                                             

 

Article 40. Navigation equipment’s requirements  

1. All yachts should be provided with a properly adjusted magnetic compass, or other means, 

independent of any power supply, to determine the ship’s heading and display the reading at the 

main steering position.  

2. All yachts more than 150 GT are to have a spare magnetic compass. 

3. On steel yachts, it should be able to correct the compass for co-efficient B, C and D and heeling 

error.  

4. The magnetic compass and repeater should be so positioned as to be easily seen and read by 

the officer on watch at the main steering position.      

5. Yachts 24 metres and more in length Magnetic compasses are to be supplied with a deviation 

card.    



 

6. Yachts less than 24 metres in length and engaged in the short range shall use of satellite 

compasses are accepted provided following conditions are satisfied: 

a) Two, type-approved, satellite compasses are installed; 

b) The compasses are independently supplied from   the   main and emergency sources of 

power; 

c) The compasses are each provided with a reserve power source (UPS) having a capacity 

sufficient for at least 30 minutes operation;  

d) The compasses have separate display units;  

e) One compass is positioned at the   main steering position and the second compass must be 

positioned in a location which is clearly visible from the main steering position;  

f) If fitted the gyro-compass, has also to be independently powered from UPS system. 

 

7. All yachts are to be equipped with an Echo Sounding Device. This is to be easily visible from 

the navigation position. On yachts less than 300 GT this device need not be of the approved type. 

8. All yachts are to be equipped with a 9 GHz radar. This is to be easily visible from the Navigation 

position.  

9. All yachts are to be equipped with a Rudder Angle Indicator. 

10. All yachts shall be equipped with a receiver for a global navigation satellite system (GPS) or 

other means, suitable for use at all times throughout the intended voyage, in order to be able to 

establish  and automatically update the yacht’s position. 

 

11. All yachts are to be equipped with an Engine Revolution Counter in the navigation stand. 

 

12. All yachts are to be equipped with a Search Light of adequate size and intensity for search and 

rescue operations at night and to assist any berthing operations in dark hours. 

 

13. All yachts should be provided with an efficient daylight signaling lamp.  On yachts less than150 

GT, an efficient waterproof electric torch suitable for Morse signaling is accepted. 

 

14. All yachts above 300 GT shall be fitted with an approved Automatic Identification System 

(AIS). 

 

15. All yachts over 300 GT, are to be fitted with a Long-Range Identification and Tracking (LRIT) 

system. The system is to be certified in accordance with IMO Resolution MSC.210(81). 

 

16. All yachts shall carry the Measuring Instruments as Barometer; an anemometer and an 

inclinometer. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Article 41. Navigation lights, shapes and sound signals  

 

1. All yachts are required to comply with COLREGs, as applicable. On a case by case basis, due 

to the geometrical design of certain types of yachts, the longitudinal position of the main mast may 

be accepted to be located aft of midships. 

 

2. Type Approved or certified navigation lights shall be provided with main and emergency power 

supply. If navigation lights are not fitted with duplicated bulbs, spare bulbs shall be carried onboard 

and, in case of bulb failure, shall be easily replaced in a short period of time. 

 

3. Yachts 24 metres and more in length are required to have their ‘Navigation Lights Plan’ 

approved by RO or appointed Surveyor.  

 

 

Article 42. Radio installation  

 

1. The minimum requirements for safety navigation radio installation to be carried on all yachts 

are indicate in the table N5 of the attachment N1. 

 

2. A dedicated reserve source of energy, independent of the main and emergency source of        

electrical power shall be provided for the purpose of conducting distress and safety radio 

communications in the event of failure of the main and emergency source  of electrical power. 

This shall have a minimum capacity for operating the required radio equipment for a period of at 

least: 

a) 1 hr on yachts provided with an emergency source of electrical power, and; 

b) 6 hrs on yachts not provided with an emergency source of electrical power    

 

3. GMDSS equipment shall be operated by duly qualified GMDSS operators holding a valid 

certificate of competency according to Chapter IV of the STCW Convention. 

                                                                                                                   

Article 43. Accommodation  

 

1. The accommodation should be provided on board to ensure the safety of all persons on board 

and the comfort and recreation of the passengers. 

2. Crew accommodation should, in general, not be sited below the deepest water line and should 

not be sited within hazardous spaces. 

3. The accommodation spaces shall be equipped with sufficient hand holds and grab rails within 

the accommodation spaces to allow safe movement around the accommodation when the yacht is 

in a seaway. 

4. The means of access and escape should comply with the requirements set in article 30 of this 

order.  



 

5. An electric lighting system is to be installed in the accommodation and working spaces.  The 

system is to give adequate lighting in all enclosed spaces. 

6. All enclosed spaces which will be used or entered by the personnel on board have to be 

effectively ventilated. 

7. When mechanical ventilation is provided for the accommodation spaces this should have a 

capacity of 6 air changes per hour (with all openings closed). 

8. Enclosed galleys should have mechanical ventilation with a supply of 20 air changes per hour 

and a mechanical exhaust of 30 changes per hour. 

9. There should be an adequate supply of fresh drinking water on board.  This should be piped to 

the different accommodation spaces on board. 

10. The fresh water system should be maintained in a clean condition to protect against the 

contamination of the water. 

11. An emergency reserve of drinking water is to be carried on board.  This may be in dedicated 

tanks or bottles.  The amount required is to be not less than 2 ltr / person on board. 

12. All yachts shall be provided with a galley with a means for cooking. 

a) This space is to be supplied with a sink and adequate working surface. 

b) The floor of the galley is to be of the non skid type. 

c) All furniture and fittings in the galley shall be made of a material which is 

impervious to dirt and moisture.  

d) Non rusting metals only may be used. 

13. When gimballed cooking appliances are provided, this should be provided by a crash bar or by 

other means to retain the cooking equipment lying on top of the appliances and avoid personal 

injury. Means shall be provided to lock the gimballing mechanism. 

a) Means shall be provided for the  secure and  hygienic storage of food. 

b) Means shall be provided for the storage of garbage which will not in any way 

contaminate the stored food. 

14. Messing Facilities - Adequate messing facilities are to be provided.  Each messing area shall 

be large enough to accommodate the greatest number of persons likely to make use of it at any 

time. 

15. Toilet and Shower - Adequate sanitary facilities should be supplied on board. 

a) There should be at least one water closet per eight persons on board; 

b) There should be at least one fresh water shower for every eight persons on board; 

c) There should be at least one wash basin for every six persons on board. 

16. when the  sanitary  system includes a holding  tank care should be taken  to ensure that no 

fumes  or odours would  leak from any part of the  system to the  toilet and  into the accommodation 

spaces. 



 

17. Stowage and Storage Facilities - Adequate stowage and storage facilities for personal effects 

should be provided for each person on board. 

18. Heavy Equipment -All items of heavy equipment are to be able to be secured during the sea 

voyage. 

19. The doors of all stowage lockers containing heavy items should be capable of being securely 

fastened. 

 

Article 44. Gangways, Passarelles, Accommodation Ladders   

1. Gangways, passarelles and accommodation ladders should be manufactured to national or 

international standards.  They should be clearly marked by the number of persons and the total 

weight that can be safely carried. 

2. In case of Gangways, passarelles and accommodation ladders equipment’s has not been 

manufactured to these standards and  there  are no details  of the  capacity,  then  a load  test  is to 

be carried  out and  witnessed by an appointed Surveyor or recognized organization. The test 

should:  

a) Be carried out to 120% of the rated load at mid span; 

b) Deflections are measured; 

c) Confirmation that no permanent deformations are suffered by the equipment. 

d) A test certificate is to be issued and retained on board. 

 

Article 45. Safe work Aloft, Overside and on the bow sprit  

1. When it is necessary to access any of the above mentioned areas the following arrangement are 

to be made: 

a) Safety nets are laid below the bow sprit.  Safety grab rails and strong points for the 

attachment of safety harnesses are to be provided; 

b) The use of safety harnesses is to be mandatory;  

c) Sufficient foot supports are to be rigged to enable the crew working on the yards or on the 

bow sprit to step on them; 

d) For climbing aloft, the mast should be equipped with fixed metal steps or ladders.  An 

alternative ratlines or rattling bars fitted across the shrouds on traditional rigs may be 

considered to form an acceptable permanent ladder. 

 

Article 46. Personal Clothing   

1. Each person on board shall have the necessary protective clothing required for the prevailing 

atmospheric conditions. 

2. Each member of the crew shall have the necessary safety working clothing required to carry out 

his work in a safe manner. 



 

3. Each person on board should wear non skid deck shoes. 

4. Each crew member shall be given suitable protective clothing to protect him/her from the effects 

of corrosive chemicals that may be used for maintenance on board. This may include special 

gloves, goggles and eyewash points. 

 

Article 47. Noise requirements  

1. Noise levels on board yachts should be kept to the lowest possible levels. 

2. The noise levels in machinery spaces, workshops and stores which are continuously manned or 

manned for long periods of time should not exceed - 85 dB(A) for machinery spaces,  workshops 

stores and  any other  noise  generating areas. 

3. The noise  levels in machinery spaces which  are not intended to be continuously manned or are 

only attended for short  periods should not exceed 110 dB(A). 

4. The wearing of ear defenders in spaces where the noise levels exceeds 85dB (A) is mandatory. 

5. Signs and symbols for the use of ear protectors are to be posted on the entrance of the machinery 

spaces. Such symbols must conform to international standards. 

6. Ear protectors having the correct level of noise attenuation required for each particular 

application shall be supplied for each member of the crew who may have to enter the spaces. 

 

Article 48.  Training Manual  

1. A training manual shall be available onboard and shall include details of established safe 

working practices, guidance on onboard training, personal clothing and protection from injury, 

health and safety awareness and prevention of pollution. 

2. The training manual should contain instructions and information on the life-saving appliances 

provided in the yachts and on the best methods of survival in easily understood terms and   

illustrations where appropriate. The following should be explained in reasonable detail: 

 

a) Donning of lifejackets, immersion suits, and thermal protective aids, as appropriate;  

b) Mustering at assigned stations; 

c) Boarding, launching and clearing survival craft, rescue boats, fast rescue boats, free-fall 

boats and inflated boats; 

d) Illumination in launching areas; 

e) Location and use of pyrotechnics; 

f) Use of all detection equipment; 

g) Use of all detection equipment; 

h) With the use of illustrations, the use of radio life-saving appliances; 

i) Use of sea anchors; 

j) Recovery of survival craft, rescue boats, fast rescue boats, free-fall boats and inflated 

boats including stowage and securing, where applicable; 



 

k) Hazards of exposure and the need for warm clothing; 

l) Best use of the survival craft facilities in order to survive; 

m) Methods of retrieval, including the use of helicopter rescue gear, breeches-buoy and 

shore life-saving apparatus and yacht’s line-throwing apparatus; 

n) All other functions contained in the muster list and emergency instructions; 

o) Instructions for emergency repair of the life-saving appliances; 

p) Means of rescue arrangements; 

q) Marine evacuation systems, where applicable; 

 

3. The officer should routinely drill the crew who will be sailing on the voyage regarding the 

following: 

 

a) Location of life rafts and the method of launching; 

b) Procedures for the recovery of a person from the sea; 

c) First Aid; 

d) Procedures and operation of radios carried on board; 

e) Location of navigation and other light switches; 

f) Location and use of firefighting equipment on various types of fires     

g) Method of starting, stopping, and controlling the main engine; and 

h) Method of navigating to a suitable port of refuge. 

 

Article 49.  Medical stores and first aid kits  

1. All yachts should carry medical stores appropriate to the area of operation. 

2. Yachts less than 24 metres in length and 24 metres and more in length required to carry on board 

first aid kits, detail list of the medicines are indicate in the table N6 of the attachment N1.  

3. Yachts 24 meters and more in length and carrying more 15 passenger required to carry on board 

medical store, detail list of the medicines are indicate in the table N7 of the attachment N1. 

 

Chapter III 

Specific requirements for yachts less than 24 metres in length   

 

 

Article 50. Bulkheads requirements  

1. Watertight bulkheads should be so arranged that a minor damage which results in the free 

flooding of any one compartment will not cause the yacht to float at a waterline which is less than 

75mm below the weather deck at any point. 

2. Any bulkhead penetrations should be of an approved type. 



 

3. Approved hinged doors may be used on transverse watertight bulkheads. Such doors are to be 

spring loaded so that they are kept closed at all times. Notices are to be affixed on the doors clearly 

indicating that these doors are to be kept closed. 

 

Article 51. Hatchways, Skylights and Hatches  

1. A hatchway which gives access to spaces below the weather deck should be of efficient 

construction and be efficient for watertight closure. 

2. The cover of a hatchway should be permanently secured, hinged or sliding.  The cover should 

be provided with sufficient locking devices to enable it to be positively secured in the closed 

position. 

3. A hatchway with a hinged cover which is located at the forward part of the yacht should have 

the hinges fitted on the forward end. 

4. Any hatches which are allowed to be kept open at sea shall, not exceed an area of 1m² at the 

top of the coaming, shall be located as close as possible to the centre line and be fitted with a 

coaming being, at least, 300mm above the weather deck. 

5. Hatches that are designated for escape purposes are to be equipped with covers which can be 

opened from both sides and the handles are to be of a permanent and non-removable type.  The 

escape hatch should be readily identified and a notice to this effect to be fitted.  Access to the 

escape hatch to be made readily available in the vicinity of each hatch. 

 

Article 52. Doorways requirements for yachts less than 24 metres in length 

1. A doorway located at the main deck level which gives access to spaces below main deck should 

be provided with a weathertight door.  Such a door should always open outwards and should have 

an efficient means to secure it in the closed position and which can be operated from both sides. 

2. Doors which are fitted on the forward side or on the sides of the superstructure on the weather 

deck shall have a sill of at least 300mm above the weather deck. 

3. Hinged doors shall have their hinges fitted at the forward end. 

4. Access doors leading directly from the deck to the engine room should be fitted aft of the ¼ 

length from forward and should be fitted with a coaming of at least 450mm in height. 

 

Article 53. Portlights  

1. Any port light fitted below the weather deck should be of good construction and suitable for 

the intended use. 

2. In the existing yacht the quality of the port lights would have to be proven to be suitable for the 

intended use. 



 

3. In the new yacht any port light fitted in the main hull and below the weather deck should: 

a) have the equivalent strength of the hull 

b) be of the non-opening type 

 

4. Blanks shall be provided for 50% of each size of port lights fitted below the weather deck which 

are not equipped with deadlights. 

5. No port light should exceed 250mm in diameter (or equivalent area). 

6. No portlights shall be fitted in way of the machinery spaces. 

 

Article 54. Windows  

1. Windows fitted below the weather deck should provide the watertight integrity necessary for 

safe operation. 

2. All windows fitted below the weather deck on new yacht should be of the approved type. 

3. Portable blanks are to be carried on board for all windows fitted below the weather deck. 

4. Windows fitted above the weather deck on the hull or in way of the superstructure should be 

of sound and weather tight construction. 

5. Only clear glass is to be used in the navigation position. The laying of tinted film is not allowed. 

 

Article 55. Ventilators and Exhaust systems  

1. A  ventilator  should  be  of  efficient  construction  and  be  provided  with  a  Permanently 

attached means of weathertight closure. 

2. A ventilator should be kept as far inboard as practicable and the height above the deck of the 

ventilator opening should be sufficient to prevent the ready admission of water when the yacht is 

heeled. 

3. A ventilator which must be kept open at all times (such as a machinery space) are to be specially 

considered with respect to its location and height above deck.  Special consideration is to be given 

to the down-flooding angle. 

4. Goose necks and ventilators fitted on the ¼ forward lengths are to be of the type that they can 

face backwards so that they will not be flooded with green seas. 

5. Engine exhaust outlets which penetrate the hull below the weather deck should be provided with 

anti-syphon equipment to avoid back flooring into the hull through the exhaust system. 

 

 



 

Article 56. Air pipe  

1. An air pipe fitted on the weather deck should be of an efficient construction and properly 

supported. 

2. An air pipe fitted on the weather deck should be kept as far inboard as possible and have an 

adequate height above the deck to prevent the entrance of water into the tanks being vented when 

the yacht is heeled. 

3. An air pipe on the weather deck having a diameter 10mm or more should have a permanently 

attached means of closure. 

 

Article 57. Water Freeing Arrangements requirements 

1. In general the standards for the water-freeing arrangements should follow the LLC rules. 

2. When a bulwark is fitted it should be provided with freeing ports. The freeing ports should be 

located as close to the deck as possible and not higher than the lower 1/3 height. The total area of 

the freeing ports should be 10% of the bulwark area. 

3. Should a non-return flap be fitted in way of the freeing parts these should be kept free to move 

at all times.  

4. The freeing ports should be fairly distributed along the full length of the deck.  If the yacht 

tends to draw by the stern during operation adequate capacity of freeing ports is to be allowed for 

at the stern. 

 

Article 58. Machinery Spaces  

1. Machinery spaces are to be totally enclosed. They are to be heat and sound insulated.  The 

materials used are to be of the type that do not absorb oil and do not support fires. 

2. Every yacht is to be fitted with a diesel powered inboard engine of an adequate power to safely 

navigate the yacht. 

3. No petrol engines are allowed to power the yacht. If petrol driven outboard engines are installed 

then special attention is to be given to the storage of petrol.  No petrol can be stored below deck. 

4. The machinery installation should be adequately designed and outfitted for the intended use.  

The design and outfit should be such that all parts are properly shielded and protected to minimize 

the danger of personal injury to persons in the engine room.  Due regard is to be given to moving 

parts, hot surfaces and other hazards. 

5. The fuel delivery line shall be fitted with a shut-off valve, at the exit of the pipe from the fuel 

tank. The shut off valve shall be capable of being operated both locally and remotely from outside 

the engine room. 



 

6. If flexible hoses are used for the fuel system, such hoses shall be made of fire retardant material 

and shall be certified for such use. The end connections shall be of an adequate crimped and 

threaded couplings. No temporary fittings shall be allowed. All materials used on fuel systems 

shall be of an approved type and certified. Heavy duty clamps may be accepted although they 

must be used sparingly. 

 

Article 59. Steering Gear requirements  

1. Every yacht shall be fitted with efficient main and emergency steering systems. These shall be 

of adequate strength design to enable the heading and direction of the yacht to be effectively 

controlled at all operating speeds. 

2. The control position is to be located so that the person at the steering position will have a clear 

view for the safe navigation of the yacht. 

3. When the steering gear is equipped with remote control, arrangements shall be provided for 

local steering. 

 

Article 60. Bilge system requirements  

1. Each yacht is to be outfitted with an efficient Bilge pumping system.  It should consist of at 

least: 

a) one engine drive pump 

b) one independent power bilge pump 

c) one manual pump 

 

2. The bilge lines should be made of metal. The suction pipes are to be so arranged that any 

compartment can be pumped dry when the yacht is heeled up to an angle of 10°.  The diameter of 

the main bilge line should be calculated as follows: 

                                                        d = 25 + 1.68 √ L(B+D) 

d = diameter of bilge main in mm 

L = length of yacht in mtr. 

B = breadth of yacht in mtr. 

D = moulded depth of yacht in mtr. 

 

3. The bilge lines shall be equipped with strum boxes. 

 

4. A high bilge level alarm shall be fitted for each compartment. The alarm shall be able to provide 

an audible alarm at the control position and in the crew quarters and shall be addressable. 

 

5. The manually operated pump is to be located in the cockpit or weather deck and it should be 

able to take suction from all compartments. 



 

 

Article 61. Freeboard and Freeboard Marking  

 

1. A freeboard mark should be placed on each side of the hull at the longitudinal position of the 

longitudinal centre of flotation for the maximum draught at which the stability of the yacht has 

been determined. This mark shall consist of a horizontal bar having a length of 300mm and a 

width of 25mm. The top of the bar is to be in line with the relevant water line. 

2. A yacht must not operate in any condition which will result in the freeboard marks being 

submerged when the yacht is moored in calm water. 

 

Article 62. Minimum Freeboard  

1. A yacht having a continuous watertight weather deck which is neither stepped nor recessed nor 

raised, shall have a freeboard (measured down from the lowest point of the weather deck) of not 

less than 425mm for yachts of 15m in length overall and not less than 994mm for yachts of 24 

metres in length. For a yacht of intermediate lengths the freeboard shall be determined by linear 

interpolation. 

2. A yacht with a continuous watertight weather deck which may be stepped, recessed or raised 

must have a freeboard (measured down from the lowest point of the weather deck) of not less than 

255mm for yachts of 15m in length overall and not less than 510mm for yachts of 24m in length. 

For a yacht of intermediate length the freeboard shall be determined by linear interpolation. The 

raised portion(s) of the watertight weather deck shall extend across the full breadth of the yacht 

and the average freeboard over the length of the yacht shall comply with paragraph 1 of this 

article. 

3. A yacht required to be provided with an approved Stability Booklet or Calculations, or whose 

stability has been calculated per EN ISO 12217-1 for non-sailing yachts or EN ISO 12217-2 for 

sailing yachts, shall be assigned a freeboard which corresponds to the draught of the yacht in sea 

water when fully loaded (each person must be assumed to weigh 75kg). This calculated freeboard 

shall not be less than the freeboard required by paragraph 1 or paragraph 2 of this article. 

4. The Freeboard height calculations and position of the Freeboard is ultimately indicated in the 

parag. 10 of the article 75 of this order. 

 

Article 63. Fixed Fire Detection and Alarm System  

1. All yachts where the total installed power (propulsion and electrical generation) is greater than 

750 kW are required to be fitted with approved type fire/smoke detection and alarm system in 

their machinery spaces.  In case of multi-hulled yachts the engine power in each hull is to be 

considered. 

2.  The alarm panel is to be addressable and located at the steering position and the alarm is to be 

such that it can be heard from the crew sleeping quarters.  



 

 

 

Chapter IV 

Specific requirements for yachts 24 metres and more in length   

 

Article 64. Bulkheads requirements  

1. Watertight bulkheads, their penetrations, watertight integrity of the divisions should be in line 

with the requirements of any one of the Classification Societies or appointed surveyor.  

2. Openings in watertight bulkheads should comply with the standards required for cargo vessels. 

3. Approved hinged doors may be used for openings in infrequent use. If such doors are used then 
audible and visual alarms are to be installed in the navigation stand that will clearly indicate the 
status of these doors. 

4. In case of yachts below 500 GT hinged doors will be approved for other opening subject that 
they are equipped with audible and visual alarms in the navigation stand which will clearly indicate 
the status of these doors.   

5. These doors are to be clearly marked that they are to be kept closed at all times. 

6. Frequently used doors are to be of an approved sliding type which can be operated both locally 
and from the navigation stand. 

7. Any enclosed compartments within the hull and below the freeboard deck which have an access 
through the hull should be bounded by a watertight boundary which shall have no openings.  A 
sliding type w/t door may be allowed. 

 

Article 65. Hatchways, Skylights and Hatches requirements  

1. A hatchway which gives access to spaces below deck and which cannot be closed watertight 

shall be enclosed within the superstructure or weathertight deck house in accordance to the LLC. 

2. All exposed hatchways which give access from position 1 and position 2 shall be weathertight. 

Weathertight hatch covers shall be permanently attached to the yacht and provided with adequate 

arrangements for securing the hatch in the closed position. 

3. A hatchway with a hinged cover which is located at position 1 of the yacht shall have the hinges 

fitted on the forward end. 

4. Alternative arrangements for openings which do not comply with paragraph 3 of this article, 

may be considered by the agency subject that these are fitted with an alarm giving status on the 

navigation bridge and a notice is posted stating that these openings are to be kept closed at sea. 

5. Any hatches which are allowed to be kept open at sea shall, not exceed an area of 1m² at the top 

of the coaming, shall be located as close as possible to the centre line and be fitted with a coaming 

being, at least, 300mm above the weather deck. 



 

6. Hatches that are designated for escape purposes are to be equipped with covers which can be 

opened from both sides and the handles are to be of a permanent and non-removable type.  The 

escape hatch should be readily identified and a notice to this effect to be fitted.  Access to the 

escape hatch to be made readily available in the vicinity of each hatch. 

 

Article 66. Doorways requirements  

1. Doors in superstructures which give access to spaces below the weatherdeck shall be 

weathertight. Each doorway shall have sill heights as follows: 

a) Doors located ¼ forward length and used at sea: 600mm for unrestricted service and 

300mm for short range service; 

b) Forward facing doors located aft of ¼ forward length: 300mm for unrestricted service and 

150mm for short range service;  

c) All doors, other than the above and doors on the 1st deck above weather deck: 150mm for 

unrestricted service and 75mm for short range service. 

2. Access doors leading directly from the weather deck to the engine room shall be located aft of 

the ¼ length from forward. These doors shall be fitted with sills having a height as follows: 

a) For unrestricted navigation: 600mm at Position 1 and 380mm at Position 2;  

b) For short range navigation: 450mm at Position 1 and 200mm at Position 2. 

 

Article 67. Portlights requirements  

1. All Portlights fitted below the weather deck shall be of good construction and meet a National 

or International standard.  In general, all port lights fitted below the weather deck shall be fitted 

with a dead light. 

2. In case of existing yachts the quality of the port lights would have to be proven to be suitable 

for the intended use. 

3. In case of new yachts all port lights fitted in the hull below the weather deck shall be of the 

approved type. 

4. They should be of the non-opening type.  The lower edge of the port lights should be at least 

500mm or 2.5% of the breadth of the yacht (whichever is the greatest) above the load line mark. 

5. No port lights should be fitted in way of the machinery space. 

 

Article 68. Windows requirements  

1. Windows fitted onboard yachts, below the weather deck, shall be of the non-opening type and 

shall also be approved by a RO or appointed surveyor. They shall be of adequate strength taking 

into consideration their particular design and application, appropriately framed/glued and secured 

and their glass must be of the toughened safety glass type. 



 

2. The lower edge of the windows shall be at least 500mm or 2.5% of the breadth of the yacht 

(whichever is the greater) above the deep water line. 

3. Portable blanks are to be carried on board for all windows fitted below the weather deck.  Such 

blanks are to be strong to act as storm blanks as well. 

4. Windows fitted above the weather deck on the hull or in the superstructure are to be 

substantially built and efficiently secured.  The glass is to be of the toughened safety glass type. 

5. The fitting of windows below the weather deck should be avoided as far as practicable.  If it is 

found necessary to install windows in this position then they are to be as small as possible.  

Windows should never be fitted in the ¼ forward lengths or in way of engine rooms If windows 

are fitted then operational instructions are to be made available on board clearly instructing the 

crew when and how the blanks are to be installed. 

6. Only clear glass is to be used in the navigation position. The laying of tinted film is not allowed. 

 

Article 69. Ventilators and Exhaust requirements  

1. Ventilators shall be appropriately constructed and shall be provided with permanently attached 

means of weathertight closure. Such closing devices are to be easily accessible. The minimum 

coaming height above the weather deck shall be: 

a) forward ¼ length : 900mm for unrestricted navigation yachts and 450mm for short range 

yachts;    

b) all other areas : 760mm for unrestricted navigation yachts and 350mm for short range yacht 

2. Ventilators should be installed as far inboard as possible and their height above the deck is to 

be such that it would prevent the admission of water when the yacht is heeled. 

3. Goose necks and ventilators fitted on the ¼ forward lengths are to be of the type that they can 

face backwards so that they will not be flooded with green seas. 

4. A ventilator which must be kept open at all times (such as a machinery space) are to be specially 

considered with respect to its location and height above deck.  Special consideration is to be given 

to the down-flooding angle. 

5. Engine exhaust outlets which penetrate the hull below the weather deck should be provided with 

anti-syphon equipment to avoid back flooring into the hull through the exhaust system. 

 

Article 70. Air pipe requirements  

1. An air pipe fitted on the weather deck should be of an efficient construction and properly 

supported. 

2. An air pipe fitted on the weather deck should be kept as far inboard as possible. Air pipes to 

tanks should have a minimum coaming height of: 



 

a) Weather deck        :  760mm (380mm for short range yachts) 

b) All other locations : 450mm (220mm for short range yachts) 

3. All air pipes are to be equipped with a permanently attached means of closure. 

4.  Air pipes to fuel tanks should be fitted at a height of not less than 760mm above the top of the 

filler pipes. 

 

Article 71. Water Freeing Arrangements requirements  

The LLC requirements shall apply for these classes of yachts. 

 

Article 72. Machinery Spaces  

The machinery spaces and machinery installation are to meet the standards of SOLAS Regulations 

II – 1 Part C, for Machinery Installations.  In case of unattended machinery spaces then the 

Machinery Installations are also to comply with Regulation II – 1 Part E.  Any item which does 

not comply will be considered by the agency. 

 

Article 73. Steering Gear requirements  

1. All yachts shall be equipped with a Type Approved main and emergency steering gear systems. 

2. in case of existing yachts and in case the steering arrangements have not been built to Class 

Rules, the agency may take into consideration the existing arrangements and the yacht’s 

operational history with due regard to safety. In these cases sea trials will be carried out to confirm 

the efficiency of the existing steering system. 

 

Article 74. Bilge system requirements  

1. The bilge pumping system should be in compliance with the requirements of a recognized 

organization or appointed surveyor.  If the yacht is not classed then a statement of compliance is 

to be issued by a RO or by an appointed Surveyor. 

2. The two bilge pumps shall be located in two different compartments. Both pumps must be able 

to take suction from all of the compartments and the bilge pump switch shall be operable from 

the main steering position. Bilge Pumps with Automatic Controls shall be provided with a manual 

override switch. Automatic controls shall be provided with a visual indication showing that the 

pump is set and ready to operate in automatic mode. 

3. Yachts shall meet requirements parag 2.3.4 of the article 60 of this order.  

 

 



 

Article 75. Freeboard and Freeboard Marking  

 

1. Yachts shall comply with LLC Chapter III for the assignment of the freeboard mark which 

corresponds to the deepest load condition. This is to be included in the stability booklet of the 

yacht. 

2. Yachts <500 GT are not required to comply fully with Regulation 5 of the LLC, but in any case 

the inner diameter of the plimsoll mark shall not be less than 150mm. 

3. The assigned freeboard mark shall be permanently marked on both sides of the yacht amidships. 

4. The plimsoll mark shall be permanently marked and be of contrasting colour to that of the 

adjacent hull. 

5. The assigned freeboard shall be compatible with the strength of the hull structure, the intact 

and damage stability requirements. The minimum bow height criteria shall be met. The agency 

may accept yachts which do not comply with the minimum bow height criteria subject to 

alternative/equivalent arrangements and/or operational restrictions. 

6. The Appointed Surveyor or Recognised Organisation assigning the load line shall provide the 

Owners/Managers/Master with a detailed Load Line Assignment Report. A copy of the Load Line 

Assignment Report shall be kept onboard. 

7. If the yacht operates also in fresh water then the freeboard allowance for fresh water must also 

be marked. 

8. A yacht must not operate in any condition which will result in the freeboard marks being 

submerged when the yacht is moored in calm water. 

9. Datum draught reference marks shall be provided on both sides of the hull at the bow and the 

stern. These may be single permanently marked datum lines adequate to determine the trim of the 

yacht. The marks shall be permanent and easy to be read and shall be located above, but within 

1000mm, of the deepest load waterline. These datum draught marks are also to be shown, together 

with the freeboard mark, on a diagram to be included in the stability booklet. 

10. Notwithstanding the Freeboard height given by the above calculations, the position of the 

Freeboard is ultimately determined by:  

a) The height between the deep waterline and the lowest edge of the port lights/windows. 

This height shall not be less than 500mm and/or  

b) The height between the top of the engine exhaust and the deep waterline shall not be less 

than 1,000mm, on those yachts which are not fitted with an exhaust hull valve. 

 

 

Article 76. Ventilation requirements  

1. Ventilation fans for machinery spaces and galleys are to be capable of being stopped from 

outside these spaces. The stopping controls of these ventilation fans are to be from an area which 

would be easily accessible in case of a fire and should be clearly marked.  



 

2. Ventilation ducts  from  machinery spaces, galleys  and  any other  high  risk areas  are  generally  

not  to pass  through accommodation areas.  If it is inevitable that  such  ventilation ducting  passes 

through accommodation spaces then:  

a) the  material of the  ventilation ducting  passing through the  accommodation spaces 

including  galley exhaust should be  made of metal  (galvanised steel  or equivalent) having 

a thickness of at least  3mm,  and  should be thermally insulated to the  same standard as 

the  machinery space. 

b) automatic temperature activated dampers are to be  fitted inside  the  trunking  at the  place  

where the  ventilation ducts  pass  from the  ‘high risk’ zones  to the  accommodation 

spaces. These dampers are to have manual controls as well. 

 

Article 77. Fixed Fire Detection and Alarm System  

1. A fire detection and fire alarm system must be fitted. It must be provided with a control panel 

located within the wheelhouse, and with audible alarms provided in locations where they are most 

likely to be heard. The system should be comprised of smoke, heat or other suitable detectors fitted 

in the machinery space and galley as a minimum. 

2. In the exceptional case of a space or compartment having only one (1) means of escape, the 

integrity of the escape route must be protected by the installation of smoke detectors that should 

give instantaneous early warning of danger by means of audible and visible alarms in the space or 

compartment, audible throughout the yacht. 

 

Article 78. Automatic Sprinkler System or Equivalent  

1. Automatic sprinkler/mist systems in accordance with the requirements of the IMO Fire Safety 

Systems Code, as amended shall be fitted on all yachts which do not comply with the restricted 

use of combustible materials. The fitting of these fire suppression systems will be taken into 

consideration when alternative/equivalent arrangements are proposed to the Agency for 

acceptance. 

2. It is recommended that automatic fixed fire suppression systems are installed on all unrestricted 

range yachts and those yachts ≥ 500 GT. 

 

 


